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Intent

This presentation reflects the analysis 

and work practices of an architectural 

historian.  It is designed to provide 

some cross-training for archaeologists 

who must evaluate historic properties 

and make recommendations of NRHP-

eligibility in conjunction with Section 106 

undertakings.  



Adopting a Different ñGazeò

The difference in disciplines

Resources in contexts

¸Properties

¸Districts

¸Landscapes

Ruins: when is a building no longer a 

building



Key Differences

The project:  finding vs identifying

The recording: data vs character-

defining features

Evaluating: the potential for information 

vs understanding how properties can 

represent historically significant themes 

now 



Working as an Historian

Existing information is a starting point 

History is a humanities discipline, not a 
science

Historians are more likely to make  
independent, considered evaluations 
that draw upon existing work, but donôt 
rely as much on previous work as 
scientists do  



Historic Resources in Context

No ñisolated findsò

Buildings are in two contexts: 

¸Place

¸Property type

Districts and landscapes

¸Represent a distinct time and place

¸Contain buildings, structures, landscape 
elements



Building in District and 

Landscape



Building or Ruin?

The knee-high test: 

standing above the 

knee, itôs a building?

The roof ridge test: roof 

ridge present, itôs a 

building?

Can the form and use of 

the building be 

understood? is perhaps 

the best test.

Fort Laramie



Ruin or Building?

Cortez, 
Nevada



Cortez, 

Nevada



Already Inventoried?

How the file search of historic properties is 

used:

¸ Existing inventory forms are a starting point; 

resources change and use of evaluative criteria 

changes 

¸ Note changes in integrity, condition, and context 

on updated forms

¸ Assess whether existing evaluation of integrity and 

significance aligns with current thinking and 

information



Inventory Data is NOT:

Predictive as it might be in archaeology

Definitive

¸Could be poor work

¸Could be out of date

¸Could be incomplete

¸Could not have relied on contextual 
information now at hand

Acquired Significance



Acquired Significance

Federal Building, 

East St. Louis



Acquired Significance 

in Buffalo



All architectural and historical 
resources encountered in the 
field are recorded or re-
recorded to update existing 
information and evaluations. 

Nothing is necessarilyñdone.ò
Verify presence and condition of listed and eligible properties.



Identifying and Describing

Resource types

¸Building, structure, object

¸District, landscape 

What and how to describe

¸Concentrate on character-defining features

Description ïcondition ïintegrity 



Resource Types

Building:  Created for shelter and human 
activity

Buildings:  more than related buildings
¸ House and garage/outbuilding/barn

Structures: functional constructions used for 
purposes other than human shelter

Object: artistic in nature, small scale, simply 
constructed



District: Group of resources united by 
history, aesthetics, plan, physical 
development; has a sense of place

Landscape: consist of character-
defining features ïtopography, 
vegetation, streams, roads, buildings, 
fences

¸Parks, gardens, highways, cemeteries, 
institutional grounds, battlefields







Wardell Court
Rock Springs




