
HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
OVERVIEW:

WHAT EVERY LOCAL PRESERVATIONIST 
NEEDS TO KNOW



PRESERVATION DEFINED

(1) the guarding of something from danger, harm, or injury;

(2) maintenance of something, especially something of historic 
value, in an unchanged condition;

(3) the keeping of something intangible intact.or future Tong 
new life to downtowns  

 Preservationsmart growth
 Good maintenance

 Restoration
 Returning to a period of significance

 Rehabilitation
 Reuse 

 Reconstruction

Historic 
Preservation 
seeks to 
protect the 
uniqueness, 
and therefore 
the identity, of 
places.  With 
place 
preserved, we 
can recognize 
where we 
belong and 
understand 
more fully who 
we are.” 

– Vogt and 
Rogers in 
Picturing the 
Past

A.V. Quinn House, Evanston



NATIONAL HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION ACT OF 1966

 1) Creation, expansion, and maintenance of the National 
Register of Historic Places

 2) Federal agencies are obligated to consider the effects of 
federally supported, regulated, or funded actions on historic 
properties listed or eligible for the National Register.  A review 
process makes certain that consideration is given to such 
properties.  This is known as the Section 106 process (Section 
106 of the NHPA calls for the review).

 3) Federal agencies are required to find, inventory, and 
recommend properties to the National Register, adopt the 
responsibility for protecting and preserving historic properties, 
and ensure the maximum use of historic buildings.

 The NHPA also created the Historic Preservation Fund with 
allocates money to the states through annual appropriations 
approved by Congress.

College Inn Bar, Douglas



WHY PRESERVE?

 To bring new life to downtowns

 To create housing

 To increase tourism

 Historic resources are among the strongest 
community assets for attracting visitors

 Reuse and recycle

 Decrease sprawl, increase smart growth

 Historic preservation creates a bond between 
a community and its citizens

 Enhanced quality of life, sense of 
neighborhood, and community pride

 For future generations

Downtown Evanston Historic District



HOW DOES PRESERVATION 
WORK IN THE PRIVATE 

SECTOR?

National ÅNational Trust for Historic Preservation

ÅPreservation Action

ÅNational Alliance of Preservation   

Commissions

State Statewide Preservation Organizations

Local Local Preservation Organizations

Main Street Organizations

Piedmont Charcoal Kilns, Uinta County



HOW DOES PRESERVATION 
WORK IN THE PUBLIC 

SECTOR?

Federal ÅNational Park Service

ÅAdvisory Council on Historic Preservation

Federally 

Designated Tribes

Tribal Historic Preservation Offices (THPO)

State ÅState Historic Preservation Offices (SHPO)

ÅState Main Street Programs

Local ÅCertified Local Governments (CLG)

ÅLocal Preservation Commissions

ÅCounty Historical Societies

Granger Bridge, Sweetwater County



NATIONAL 

REGISTER

Reliance Tipple, Sweetwater County



WHAT IS THE NATIONAL

REGISTER?

 National inventory of historic places 
authorized under the National Historic 
Preservation Act 

 Buildings, structures, districts, sites, and 
objects

 National, regional, state, or local 
significance

 Currently more than 78,000 listings, 
which encompass more than 1.3 million 
historic properties

Rock Springs City Hall



NATIONAL REGISTER 

CRITERIA 

 A. Events and broad themes in 

American history

 B. Association with significant 

persons

 C. Architecture, engineering, 

art, work of a master

 D. Potential to yield important 

information

Big Horn Hotel, Natrona County



INTEGRITY

 Location

 Design

 Setting

 Workmanship

 Materials

 Feeling 

 Association

Pathfinder Dam



RESULTS OF LISTING

 Recognition

 Consideration in planning for 
federal projects

 Tax incentives

 Grants

 No restrictions on private property 
owners under federal law

Teapot Dome, Natrona County



FOR MORE INFOé

Kara Hahn

khahn@state.wy.us

307-777-7828

National Park Service website
http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/index.htm

Masonic Temple, Casper

mailto:khahn@state.wy.us


SECTION 106

Crook House, Cheyenne



WHAT IS SECTION 106?

 National Historic Preservation 

Act of 1966

 Law for FEDERAL AGENCIES

 Assess the effects of federal 
undertakings on historic properties

Atlas Theater, Cheyenne



WHEN DOES IT HAPPEN?

 Funding

 Department of Transportation

 Housing and Urban Development

 National Park Service

 Licensing

 Federal Deposit Insurance Commission

 Federal Communications Commission

 Permitting

 Army Corps of Engineers

 Ownership

Pine Bluffs High School



SECTION 106 REVIEW

PROCESS

.ŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅΧ

 Define the undertaking

 Define the Area of Potential 
Effect (APE)

 Identify consulting parties

 Identify historic properties 
within the APE

 Assess effect

Keefe Row, Cheyenne



POSSIBLE OUTCOMES

 No historic properties affected

 Proceed with project

 No adverse effect

 Proceed with project

 Adverse effect

 Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 
to:    Avoid, Minimize, Mitigate

Diamond Ranch, Platte County



FOR MORE INFOé

Mary Hopkins

307-777-6311

Hopkins@uwyo.edu

Register Cliff, Platte County

mailto:mhopkins@uwyo.edu


HERITAGE TOURISM

The National 
Trust defines 
cultural heritage 
tourism as, 
ñtraveling to 
experience the 
places, artifacts 
and activities 
that 
authentically 
represent the 
stories and 
people of the 
past and 
present. It 
includes 
cultural, historic 
and natural 
resources.ò 



FOUR STEPS OF 

HERITAGE TOURISM

Old Main, University of Wyoming



5 PRINCIPLES OF SUCCESSFUL 

AND SUSTAINABLE CULTURAL 

HERITAGE TOURISM

 Collaborate

 Find the Fit 

 Make Sites and Programs Come Alive

 Focus on Quality and Authenticity

 Preserve and Protect Resources

Lincoln School, Laramie



ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF

TOURISM

In 2005, the travel and tourism industry 

contributed $650 billion to the U.S. economy. 

Travel and tourism 

directly employs more 

than 8 million people 

and creates a payroll     

income of $171.4 billion 

and tax revenues of 

$104.9 billion for 

federal, state and local 

governments. 

Centennial Depot, Albany County



 81% U.S. adults who 

traveled in 2002 

were considered 

cultural heritage travelers.  

 stay longer and spend 

more money than other 

kinds of tourists. 

Union Pacific Depot, Cheyenne



BABY BOOMERS

 Boomers consider travel 
a necessity, not a luxury

 Boomers see themselves 
as forever young

 Boomers demand 
immediate gratification

 Boomers are not passive

 Boomers will pay for 
luxury, expertise and 
convenience

J.C. Penney House, Kemmerer



FOR MORE INFOé

Cultural Heritage Tourism

National Trust for Historic Preservation

http://www.culturalheritagetourism.org/

Rock Church, Auburn

http://www.culturalheritagetourism.org/

