
Historic Preservation

Working on Buildings:

A National Framework,

Local Implementation



What to do?



Four Treatment Approaches

Rehabilitation

Preservation

Restoration

Reconstruction



Rehabilitation

Preserves character of 
building

Makes possible a new 
use or updating of 
existing use

Includes repair, 
alterations, and 
additions

Plains Hotel



Preservation

Maintain and sustain 

with minimum of 

changes

Repair a key activity

Should be the goal for 

all buildings after 

other treatments

Wyoming Capitol



Restoration

Create and maintain 

appearance of a period 

of significance

Often reserved for 

museum type 

properties



Reconstruction

Recreating an historic 

property or portion 

thereof

Reserved for museum-

quality properties

Fort Casper



Remodeling

Remodeling is NOT a 

recommended 

treatment

Remodeling changes 

character of the 

building, often not in a 

good way 



How to do it?

Secretary of Interiorôs Standards

A set of standards for each treatment approach

Standards for Rehabilitation most often used

Model best practice

Provide philosophical consistency

Used as a way to evaluate the quality of a project 



A Key Concept

Historic Character

Established by character-defining features

Usually the façade

Usually materials, windows, entrance

Can be features, spaces, spatial relationships



Defining Character



Standards address

How to deal with changes made over time

How to handle additions

How to avoid a false sense of history

How to avoid harmful physical and 

chemical treatments

Archaeology



Aging Gracefully with Significance and Integrity  
Celebratory Affirmations of Persons and Buildings



1.  Be Yourself.  Consider who you are, 
where you are, and what you were meant for.

Use is appropriate





2. Your unique character is priceless.  
Altering who you are is unnecessary.  
No need for a tummy tuck or face lift.  

Retain historic character





3. Accept yourself.  Embrace your past. 
Donôt embellish your stories or downplay 
the sad parts.  
Stay away from the Clairol; dress your age.

Recognize time, place and use



Circa 1990 house



4. Change is part of life.  
It moves us forward and shapes who we 
are. 

Retain significant changes







5.  Individual features, characteristics, qualities, 
and virtues make you who you are.  You donôt 

go out of style.

Preserve distinctive features




